q uantities of the ſaid Goods, and thereby given 


By a Certificate under the Hands of 64 of the 
the Woolen-ManufaQtures in Kzdderminſter proper for the Trade to Africa, it ap- 
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A clear Demonſtration, from Points of Fad, 


That the Recovery, Preſervation and Improvement of Bri- 
tain's ſhare of the Trade to Africa, is wholly owing to the 


Induſtry, Care and Application of the Royal African 
Company. K l e e 5 \ Go BY OENS 


Century, it is evident, that the Impracticability of carrying on and pre- 


bo Iiſhing Companies, from time to time, with excluſive Privileges, by Char- 
ters under the Great Seal of Ezo/and; and that whenever Infractions were made 
upon thoſe Privileges, the Trade fell always of courſe into Diſorders: 
By a Certificate from the 9 it appears that, in full Four Vears time, 
immediately preceding the firſt Charter granted by King Charles II. to the pre- 
fear Company's Predeceſſors, when England had but one Caſtle, called Cormanteeu- 


Caſtle, on the Gold. Coaſt, and that the Trade ro Africa lay open to all the People 


of, England, viz. in the Years 1657, 1658, 1660, 1661. (the Regiſters of 1659, 


being burnt) all the Woolen- Manuſactures Exported from England to Africa, in 


the aforeſaid Four Years time, were only 669 Ses, and 484 Perperts, making 
WW f be iN | i | 

By a Certificate under the Hands of 30 of the Principal Perſons concern'd in 
the Woolen-Manufactures in London proper for the Trade to Africa, it appears 
that the New Manufactures of Annabaſſes, Nicanees, Tapſerls and Brawles, were in- 
troduced by the Royal- African. Company's particular Direction and Encouragement, 
for the Trade to Africa; and that the faid Company have Annually taken off great 


- 


ne la n Imployment to above 500 Per- 
ONS, 10 and about the City of London, for the Et, and Uyiug of tlic ſaid Gods. 


pears that the New-Manufactures of Boyſadoes and Striped Carpets which are made 
in and about Kzdderminſter, in the County of Worceſter, were introduced by the 
particular Directions of the Royal- African. Company; and that the ſaid Company 
having Annually taken off great Quantities of the ſaid Goods, have thereby given 
Imployment to above 1000 Perſons, in and about that Place, and cauſed an ex- 


traordinary conſumption of Exgliſh Wool ; of which the ſaid New. Manfactures are 


only made- 


By another Certificate from the Caſtom- Houſe, it appears, that in Four Years 
time ( after the above-mention'd and other Manufactures were, by the Com- 


4 * 


any's particular Direction and Encouragement, brought to a ſtaple Goodneſs) be- 
Toes the Revolution, vis. in the Years 1683, 1684, 1685, 1686, the Company 
Exported from England to the Coalt of Africa, 8208 Sayes, 15595 Perpetts, 2801 
Boyſaaoes, 176 Welſh-Plains, 250 Bayes,” 165, Broad Cloaths, 1520 Blankets, 600 
Yards of Flaunels, 1170 Erglifh-Carpets, 104 Crapes, 2067 fine Aunabaſſes, and 69388 
ordinary Ditto; making in all 103644 Pieces; which exceeds the former Four Years 


— 


a 


Exports (while the Trade was open, before King Charles II. granted an Excluſive 
Charter) by 102491 Pieces of Woolen-Manufattures; and bears near the fame Pro- 


the Progreſs of our Trade to Africa, ſince the beginning of che laſt 


ſetving that Trade, in an open Method, was always the occaſion of Eſtab . 


rincipal Perſons concerned in 


| 


portion to the Exports which were made during the aforeſaid Four Years of open Trade, 


as 100 does to ; Which is ſuch an Improvement, as all the Interlopers and — 
vate Traders from England to Africa, could never in the leaſt pretend to ha 
made, either before or tince that time. 11 5 


9 
Aa 
* * 


And leſt it ſnould be pretended that theſe great Numbers of Pieces of Woolen- 


Manufactures exported by the Company to Africa, might poſſibly amount bur ro 
a {mall Value; it appears by the Caſtom-Houſe as well as the Company's Books, 
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that their Exports in the Year 1683, amqunted to the Value of 78028 J. 18 . /- 


©, Their Exports in 1684, amounted to 549324. irs, 74. Their Exports 
in 1 1 


($2 
in 1685, amounted to 82346 7. -- 1 d. and their Exports in 1686 amounted to 
661287. 12 d. 34. which, in an averidge, is ſomething more than 70000 J. per Annum: 

But leſt it ſhould be pretended here likewiſe, that che Exports of theſe Four 
Years are deſignedly pick'd out as the greateſt which the Company ever made, 
while they enjoyed the Priviledges of their Charter; it may be ſeen by the ſame 
Books, whether we look backward or forward, till the Revolution, that their Ex- 
ports in the Year 1682 immediately preceeding the ſaid Four Years, amounted to 

89616/. 185. 94. and that their Exports in the Year 1687, immediately ſucceeding 
the ſaid Four Years, amounted to 77695 . 115. 34. either of which far-exceeds 
What the Company ſay their Exports were uſually in an Averidge: which is a 
demonſtration that they do not ſwell up their Computations at random, to impoſe 
upon the Nation, (as the Separate Traders do) but keep always Within Compaſs. 

In thoſe days, the Company being intire Maſters of the Trade, had ſuch a di- 
ſting and uniform view thereof, that they always proportioned their Exports to 
the vend which they found for the ſame on the Coalt of Africa; and as they could 
improve the one, 10 they did enlarge the other; with a due regard always to the 
general Intereſt of this Kingdom and the Plantations, as well as to their own particular 
Advantage: For it cannot be diſputed but that as they were the firſt Introducers 
and Encouragers of the Woolen-ManufaQtures here proper for the Coaſt of Africa, 
ſo they gave better Prices for the ſame to the Manufactors, than the Private Tra- 
ders have done ever fince : And as they then commanded the Markets on the 
Coaft of Guinea, by getting at leaſt Cent. per Cent. advance on theſe ManufaQtures, 
and tun gd beſt Vegroe-Slaves, for 3 J. or 34. 10s. at molt, per Head ; and. 
the other Products of Africa Proportionally; fo it is paſt Diſpute that they ſold 

theſe Slaves again in the Plantations from 13 J. to 16 J. per Head; as appears by the 

Accounts of their Sales for many Years together, and by the living Teſtimonies of 

Maſters of Ships who ſerved the Company at that time. 

Moreover the Company in thoſe Days, imported not only great Quantities of 

Cathwood, Elephants-Teeth, Wax, and other Goods from the Coalt of 4fricz, to be 

manufactur cd hee, but likewiſe as much Gold as coin'd ſeveral Hundred Thou- 
ſand Guineas, in the Tower of London; whereas ever ſince the Trade has been laid 
open in 1697. The Company and Separate Traders have not coined 20000 Guineas 
in Ten Years time together. | 1 175 

Vea ſurther it is already made ſufficiently evident to the Honourable Houſe of 
Commons, that the Company have been at a continued vaſt Charge and Expenſe 

in the Purchaſing, Building, Mantaining and Repairing Forts, Factories and Settle- 
ments on the Coaſt of Africa, in the making and preſerving Alliances with the 
Natives, and in ſtruggling to preſerve and improve the Britiſh Intereſt there againſt 
the Inſults and undermining Practices of the French, Dutch, and all other Forreiga 
Competitors whatſoever, ever ſince their firſt Eſtabliſhment to this Hour; fo that 
they have, even almoſt to a wonder, born the heavy Burden of preſerving that 
Trade to the Nation, without having had the Benefit of their Charter ever ſince 
the Revolution; but on the contrary met with greater Diſcouragements, both at 
home and abroad, than they are now willing to expreſs. 
All the aforeſaid particulars are ſuch poſitive points of Fact, and demonſtrable 

Truths; that, upon due enquiry and examination, it is not in the power of Malice 
it ſelf to qverturn or confute any one of them. i ine 
And now ſince it is plainly evident that the Company, with a ſmall Joint-Stock, 
under one uniform Management, have done ſo great things for their own and this 

Nation's Credit and Intereſt, while they enjoyed the excluſive Priviledges of their 
er; any reaſonable Perſon may eaſily judge to what, a'vaſt degree they miglit 
Have raiſed and extended that Trade, to the general Advantage of this Kingdom,; 
(when, by the Trade it ſelf, their Capital-Stock was very greatly encreaſed) had | 
they not been interrupted in their Progreſs, yea and in a manner quite ſuppreſt, by 
the infractions of Private Traders, and the fatal Conſequences of divided and inter- 
ſering Tntereſts among our ſelves, both at home and abraadldaa. 
Then let us ſuppoſe that the Interlopers or Separate-Traders, (Who make ſucht 
mighty buſtle now) had found the ſtate of the Trade to Afrina, in n 
1 ä £ | Icion 
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the Private Traders may ſeem to {light the Company's Forts; that's but looking 


19] 

dition, and under the fame Circumſtances it was in, before the Royal. African-Com- 
pam, and their Predeceſſors, were eſtabliſhed with excluſive Priviledges, by King 
Charles II. viz. without any Forts or Caſtles on the Gola. Coaſt, (except Cormanteen- 
Caſtle, now poſſeſſed by the Dutch) without any Alliances or Confederations with 
the Natives; without Factories or Correſpondents in the ſeveral Ports of Trade 
along that Coaſt ; without having any ſortable Cargoes from hence, proper for that 
Trade, but what muſt have been firſt brought hither from Holand ; and without 
the Nation's having any true Knowledge or Experience of the Nature and 
Lircumſtances of that Trade, or indeed any great Humour or Inclination to proſe- 


cute it; except in ſo far as the King and ſome few particular Perſons had then 


a mind to encourage and protect any Society that would undertake to raiſe a Joint- 

Stock for carrying it on, chiefly with the view of ſupplying the Plantations with 
Negroes, and to prevent the depopulating of his Majeſty's other Dominions, by car- 
rying too many Servants from hence: In that Caſe, what would have become of 
Britains Share of the Trade to Africa; if that Trade had been ſtill left open, with- 
out this or any other ſuch Company's being ever eſtabliſh'd, and theſe new Sepa- 
.rate Pretenders left at their Liberty to trade thither, or nor, as they pleaſed ? Why 
truly, the Caſe is very obvious, and the Anſwer is plainly this; We ſhould; by 
this time, have had the very fame accefs to the Gold-Coaf of Africa, that we have 
to the Spice- lands in Aſia; and the Trade to 4frica, had been irrecoverably loſt to 
rhis Nation; without ever knowing, or having fo much as a juſt notion of the va- 
Ive of what we had loſt. And even as it is, were it not for the Books, Records, 
and regular Correſpondences of the Royal- African-Compamy, and the experience of 
ſeveral Perſons concerned in it, bath abroad and at home; the Nation would be, as 
yet, in profound ignorance of the true Nature and State of that Trade; nor could 
any tollerable Account thereof be given, even at this time, for the information of 


either Houſe of Parliament. 2 grams © 
ut ſo iris that, for reſcuing this Trade ont of the hands of the Dutch who, before the 
Rayal. African-Company Was eltablitpedd, were in a manner the only confiderable Tra- 
ders to Guinea) and for preſerving aud improving the ſame to a National Advan- 
tage, the Company have, with much Induftry and Application, and at a ver 
great Charge and continued Expenſe, Purchaſed, Built, Mantain'd and Repaired, 
rom time to time, ſeveral conſiderable Forts and Settlements, on the Coaſt of A 
rica; made and renewed, as occaſion required, ſeveral Alliances and Confederations 
with the Natives; introduced, directed and encouraged the making of ſundry new 
Manufactures in England, proper for the Trade to Africa, which the Company 
were, at their firſt ſetting up, forced to buy from Holland, viz. Leyden-Sayes, Scarlet- 
Claas lis, Fuſtians, Knives, Muſhets, Boyſadoes, Annabaſſes, &c. have likewiſe occaſioned 
the Natives of Africa, to take and conſume ſeveral Woolen and other Manufactures 
of Ezgland, which were never ſent to Guinea before the Company was eſtabliſh'd; 
and in a word have, even under the preſſure of all the complicated Difficulties 
and Diſcoaragements which they met with, theſe many Years paſt, ſtruggled to 
-preferve that valuable Trade to the Nation; until that they have an opportunity 
of laying their Caſe and Grievances now before the Parliament, and ſee what the 
Wiſdom of the Parliament may think fit to do therein. 

Now let the Separate-Traders pretend what they will, 'tis moſt certain that, 
ever ſince the Trade to Africa has been laid open in 169), all their Trade, to a 
mere Triffle, has been confined to the Gola. Coaſt; and that too, within the influence 
of the Company's Forts and Caſtles; otherways the Natives. could not have turned 
the Slavery upon us, ſo much as they have done; by depretiating our Goods, and 
* advancing the Prices of Slaves, to a molt intollerable degree: And how much ſoever 


one way and rowing another; For if they ſpeak their Minds plainly, it will be 
found that they ſlight theſe Forts merely with Deſign (if they could compaſs 
their ends with the Parliament) to get the Property of them, for little or nothing, 
to themſelves: and if they are not ſtupidly infatuated, they muſt needs know that 
it we had not had any Forts on that Coalt, all this time, the Natives durſt not 
have either traded with the Exg/ib Company or Separate Traders; 
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As 
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As to any Trade that the Separate Traders pretend to have had on the Quaguy, 

-atlabar, or Angola-Coafts, where the Company. have no Forts, there's too much 
— ſuſpect that the moſt of their Expeditions. along theſe Coaſts defarved . _ 
ſome other Name 5 , e * In YL ' | 
That the Separate Traders Exports; and the Numbers of Negroes carried by 
them to the Plantations, are not the ſame as they pretend, will be made evident 
to à Demonſtration; For their Computations are groſly erroneous. But whatever 
their, Exports may have been, it can eaſily be demonſtrated that, if all the Exports 
to Africa, ſince the Trade was laid open in 1697, had been under one intire In- 
tereſt and uniform excluſive Management, at leaſt the fame Numbers of Megroe⸗ 
might have been purchaſed that really have been; and inſtead of 10cooo /, value 
directly returned of African produce, ſuch as Gold Cc. ſince that time, theſe Re- 
turns might probably have amounted to 8 or 9000007. fo that it may be 2 
ſaid, that the Nation has loſt fo much, by not having the Trade ſettled on a fixe 
and, ſolid Conſtitution all this time. Which will appear te be no groundleſs ſug- 
geſtion, if it be conſidered what the Company's Imports of Gold, Cc. have been, 
When they had the Trade excluſive. 1 {fe 


— 


Im xeſpect of all which it is not doubted but that, in ſettling the Conſtitution, of 
the Trade to Africa, the Honourable Houſe of Commons will, in their great Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Juſtice, - have an equitable Regard to the Company's great Sufferin 
upon ſo National an Account, as well as to their Intereſt and Property on t 


Coaſt of Africa; as being evidently both the real Founders and Preſervers of that 


» 


Trade to this Nation. 


Mate, The Company refers, for further Particulars, to the FIRST and SECOND 
., PARTS of the printed REFLECTIONS. apon the Conſtitution and Management of 
| the Trade to Africa, &c. N Ie 
Wate, The many Scandalous Falſities, and Groſly Erroneous Computations, con- 
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tain'd in a Scurrilous Libel, call'd Remarks on the ſaid REFLECTIONS, will DP 


